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` ABOUT 2,500 YEARS AGO THERE LIVED IN KUNDAGRAM , NEAR 
VAISHALI IN BIHAR „А KING CALLED SIDDHARTHA. 


HE WAS MARRIED TO TRISHALA, THEY HAD A SON CALLED 

SISTER OF CHETAKA , WHO WAS NANDIVARDHANA. 

THE ELECTED CHIEFTAIN OF 
VAISĦALI. 


DREAMS. => 


% 
kem 


Ce oS 


ше) 


ME 
Ra 
s= 


WI 


> 
۷ 


2% 
* 


৮১) 


+ 


ORDINARY 
DREAMS. 


CONSULT THE 


TA 


x 
0 
/ 2 3 
| ra 
THE ASTROLOGERS MA বা, 
WERE SENT FOR. _ ავი TO SEE ME 
| ( NE _ 5 IMMEDIATELY. 


| WHEN THE ASTROLOGERS 


— - 


HEARD -ABOUT TRISHALA’S DREAMS — 


— জাজ 


| WE ARE FORTUNATE. |P 

YOUR QUEEN WILL | 
BEAR A SON WHO 15 Ж 
DESTINED TO [Sint 
BECOME Y 


TRISĦALA AND SIDDHARTHA WERE OVERJOVED. YES.AND AFTER | 
à > T „| THE FEAST WE 
LET US HAVE A GRAND = ` ) ; COLILD 


FEAST AND INVITE DISTRIBLITE. 
EVERY PERSON IN THE GIFTS TO | 
KINGDOM, BE HE RICH THE POOR. 

OR. POOR , YOUNG j AND THE 
OR OLD. 
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THE FEAST WAS ARRANGED... 
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«AND THE ALMS GIVEN. 


ID 


TRISHALA WAITED ANXIOUSLY FOR HER SON TO BE BORN, 


| CANNOT WAIT 
TO HOLD MY 
SON IN MY 


DECORATE THE CITY. 
FREE THE PRISONERS! 

LET THE BRAHMANS AND 
ASCETICS BE GIVEN 


THEN ON THE THIRTEENTH DAY OF CHAITRA*- 


THE QUEEN HAS 
GIVEN BIRTH 
TO A SON. 
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THE ENTIRE KINGDOM REJOICED FOR TEN DAYS. 
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ON THE TWELFTH DAY— — = 
NINA NS ZË WITH HIS BIRTH PEACE AND 
რა Hye с Жуа “ы PROSPERITY HAVE BEEN 
იის JE 8 کر‎ % ২ INCREASING IN OUR KINGDOM. 
50 LET HIM BE CALLED 
VARDHAMANA. б 


শা 
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ж THE FIRST MONTH ACCORDING TO THE LUNAR CALENDAR. OF THE HINDUS. 5 


THE BOY VARDHAMANA WAS IN EVERY WAY 
AN IDEAL PRINCE. 


| OUR SON 15 
| INDEED THE 
PRINCE OF 

| PRINCES. 
SEE HOW 
NOBLY HE 
CARRIES 
HIMSELF. 


HE IS AS 
NOBLE AS 
HE LOOKS. 


DON’T YOU THINK 
IT’S TIME HE 

BEGAN HIS FORMAL 
INSTRUCTION ? 


YES, YOU ARE 
RIGHT. I SHALL 
ATTEND TO IT. 


50 VARDHAMANA 
BEGAN GOING 
TO A GURU. 


* TEACHER 


PERFECT. ONCE 
AGAIN, VARDHAMANA, 
LET ALL OF THEM 


LISTEN 
CAREFULLY 


THE EASE WITH WHICH 
HE MASTERED HIS 
LESSONS,AMAZED 
HIS GURUS. 


THE PROPHECY WAS 
NOT ІМ VAIN. HE 15 
UNUSUALLY 

INTELLIGENT, IT’S 
ASTONISHING. 


AS THE YEARS PASSED THE EXCEPTIONALLY INTELLIGENT CHILD GREW 
UP INTO A HANDSOME, BRAVE AND STRONG YOUTH. ONE DAY— 
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ONE OF THE BOYS SPOTTED THE COBRA. COBRA ! 
তি um COBRA ! 


RUN! RUN 61 
I FOR YOUR LIFE! ' 


WHEN THE COBRA CAME NEAR, 
HE BENT AND... : 


THE SNAKE WAS PACIFIED 
AND SLITHERED AWAY. 


سے 
YOU ARE‏ 
THE‏ 
BRAVEST‏ 
THAT WAS OF US ALL.‏ 
BRAVE!‏ 


THEY HOISTED VARDHAMANA ONTO THEIR SHOULDERS. 


ЖАНЫ» 4 SAR TAW WE SHAL 
i PARADE YOU 
THROUGH THE 
STREETS. 


LET’S SEE YOU 
MATCH YOUR 
STRENGTH 
AGAINST MINE. 


HE PULLED VARDHAMANA AWAY FROM THE SHOULDERS OF THE OTHER BOYS... 
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... AND CARRYING HIM) ON HIS OWN, 
TRIED TO RUN AWAY. 


VARDHAMANA PUMMELLED HIM WITH 
HIS FISTS TILL THE BULLY SCREAMED... 


... THREW VARDHAMANA DOWN 
AND... 


... RAN AWAY. 


YOU ARE 
MAHAVIRA*! 
THE BRAVEST 

AND THE 
STRONGEST OF 
US ALL.GLORY 
BE TO YOU. 


THE BOYS WHO WERE WATCHING ALL THIS WERE FULL OF PRAISE. 


AND ONCE AGAIN HE WAS HOISTED ONTO THEIR SHOULDERS AND TAKEN 
IN PROCESSION . MAHAVIRA WAS NOW 
THE UNQUESTIONED HERO OF KUNDAGRAM. 


* A GREAT WARRIOR. 


ONCE AN ELEPHANT SUDDENLY TURNED WILD AND RAN AMUCK. TERRIFIED, 
LIVES. 


سس کے ےتور 
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MAHAVIRA WHO HAPPENED 
TO BE OUT AT THAT TIME, 
SAW THE ELEPHANT... 


A Af E 


BY HIS MERE TOUCH... 


WHEN THEY FOUND THAT THE ELEPHANT HAD CALMED DOWN, THE PEOPLE 
CAME CAUTIOUSLY OUT OF THEIR SHELTERS AND STARED AT MAHAVIRA IN AWE, 
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THE STORY OF MAHAVIRA'S ADVENTURES SOON SPREAD AND — 


IT WAS WHAT ABOUT HE IS DESTINED 
COURAGEOUS OF THE MAD TO BE SOMEBODY 
HIM TO DARE ELEPHANT ? THAT GREAT. 
THE COBRA! WAS THE HEIGHT REMEMBER THE 
OF BRAVERY. PROPHECY. 


BUT IN SPITE OF ALL THE LOVE AND PRAISE «AND | MUST FIND IT. 


| SHALL ASK MY PARENTS 
TO ALLOW ME TO BECOME 
AN ASCETIC.! MUST 
SEPARATE REALITY FROM 
APPEARANCE AND SEEK 

TO KNOW THE 

TRUE NATURE 

OF THINGS. 


SHOWERED ON HIM, MAHAVIRA WAS AN 
UNHAPPY SOUL. 


THE WORLD 19 
TORN BY DIFFERENCE 
OF CASTE, COLOUR 
CREED AND SOCIAL 
STATUS. AS A RESULT 
MAN IC ALWAYS 
SORROWFUL . THERE 
MUST BE A WAY OUT... 


| SO HE APPROACHED HIS PARENTS. 


| 
| 


DEAR FATHER AND MOTHER) 
PLEASE ALLOW ME TO 

RENOUNCE MY PRINCELY 
LIFE . 1 WISH TO GO 

AWAY AND FIND A WAY 
TO LESSEN THE 


Li 


NO MAHAVIRA, | | WHEN MAHAVIRA SAW HOW GRIEVED 
NEVER I I WILL HIS PARENTS WERE, HE MADE A | 
NEVER LET YOU | | DECISION. » | 


SO. IF I AM 
PARTED FROM | | PLEASE DON’T CRY, 
YOU | SHALL | | MOTHER. I WILL NOT 
DIE. OF TALK OF GOING AWAY 
GRIEF. AS LONG AS BOTH OF 
YOU ARE ALIVE. 

| PROMISE. 


BELOVED 
SON , GIVE 
UP THESE 
IDEAS AT 
LEAST AS 
LONG AS 
YOUR 
MOTHER 


P Ii) < کات‎ LIES IN 
Др: ЖАЧА OUR HANDS. 
HE HAS + REMEMBER, HE 
PROMISED i IS DESTINED 
I NOTTOGO TO BECOME 
| WHILE WE GREAT, 
| LIVE. WHAT 
WILL HAPPEN 
AFTER. WE 


| ARE DEAD 2 


BY THE TIME MAHAVIRA WAS 28 
YEARS OLD, BOTH HIS PARENTS 
HAD DIED.MIS ELDER BROTHER, 
NANDIVARDHANA BECAME KING. 


BUT NANDIVARDHANA WAS RELUCTANT. 


AS IT1S,WE HAVE LOST 

| OUR PARENTS. IF YOU TOO 
я | GO AWAY,I SHALL BE 
| AM NOW ہز‎ | | DESOLATE. 
FREE ТО 25625 : > 

BECOME AN v 

ASCETIC. I SHALL 
ASK 
NANDIVARDHANA 
TO PERMIT ME 
TO TAKE THE 
vows. 


| DEAR BROTHER. 
| I WON'T GO 
NOW. PLL WAIT 
FORA YEAR. 


TWO YEARS LATER NANDIVARDHANA GAVE HIM PERMISSION TO BECOME 


DEAR BROTHER, 
I WOULD LIKE 


TO GIVE AWAY MY FET 


SHALL 
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WEALTH TO THE 
POOR AND NEEDY. 


DISTRIBUTE. 
YOUR 
WEALTH. 
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THEN HE PROCEEDED TO A PARK IN THE VICINITY. 


THERE IN THE CENTRE OF THE PARK, UNDER AN ASHOKA TREE „НЕ ALIGHTED 
FROM HIS PALANQUIN. 
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...CAST OFF HIS PRINCELY GARMENTS 
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THEN HE MADE OBEISANCE TO ALL 
LIBERATED SOULS... 


... PLUCKED OUT HIS HAIR IN FIVE 
HANDFULS. 


` 


... AND BEGAN HIS 
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HE WANDERED FAR AND WIDE. 


— 
0 Ж 7 A | THE WORLD TO 
' 2 ATTAIN ENLIGHTEN- 
24 um m MENT AND THROUGH! 
Ġa, ФА | THAT ENLIGHTEN- 
| a | в) MENT SEEK TO 
mus ET — 3 =, LIGHTEN OUR 
ہے نا‎ BURDEN 


< OF SORROW. 


BUT UNFORTUNATELY ONE DAY WHEN MAHAVIRA | 
WAS DEEP IN MEDITATION A COW GOT INTO THE 


THE RISHI MISTOOE HIM FOR 
A BEGGAR... 


= 
ONE OF YOUR 
MAIN DUTIES WILL 
BE TO GUARD 
Е THIS GRASS.IT IS 
ЩЕ PRECIOUS AS THE RAINS 
i HAVE FAILED AND 
THERE 15 NO GRASS 
ı ANYWHERE AROUND. 


WHEN THE RISHI SAW WHAT THE COW HAD DONE,HE WAS FURIOUS. 


YOU HAVE SHIRKED YOUR 
RESPONSIBILITIES. 


-MAHAVIRA DECIDED TO LEAVE THE ASHRAM. 


e 


FOR TWELVE LONG YEARS MAHAVIRA WANDERED AS A NAKED ASCETIC. HE 
PATIENTLY BORE THE NUMEROUS INSULTS AND INJURIES HEAPED UPON HIM. 
OFTEN HE WAS PHYSICALLY ASSAULTED. 7 


OR PERHAPS AN 
STONE HIM. IDLE VAGABOND, 
HE MUST ВЕ |/% с” ТОО LAZY ТО 
| A THIEF. 5 Aw es Era EARN A 
LIVING. 


THE CROWD FELL UPON HIM AND BEAT HIM BUT HE HAD BECOME INSENSITIVE | 
TO PLEASURE AND PAIN ALIKE. == — 


HE INTENSIFIED HIS AUSTERITIES 
BY OBSERVING Å STRICT SILENCE 
AND LONG FASTS. HIS PENANCES 
700 BECAME MORE SEVERE. 
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SOMETIMES AS HE MEDITATED, INSECTS AND WORMS CRAWLED OVER HIS 
BODY AND STUNG HIM , BUT HE REMAINED UNDISTURBED. 


"WHICH IS THE ; 
| WAY THAT LEADS MR: OUTER ROAD 
TO UTTAR. IS SAFER. BUT 
VACHALA? 4] IT WILL TAKE. 
қ & YOU MUCH 
LONGER TO 
THIS BEATEN < 
PATH THROUGH THE 
JUNGLE WILL TAKE 
YOU. THERE VERY 
FAST. BUT THERE IS A 
VENOMOUS SERPENT 
INFESTING THE 
PATH. 


MAHAVIRA KNEW NO FEAR . HE ENTERED THE SERPENT-INFESTED FOREST. 


DOES 
HE NOT 
CARE FOR 
HIS LIFE? 


UNPERTURBED BY THE FURIOUS HISSING OF THE SERPENT, 
MAHAVIRA PROCEEDED . THE SERPENT CAME NEAR HIM AND 
WAS ABOUT TO BITE HIM. 


MAHAVIRA STARED AT IT CALMLY = | IMMEDIATELY IT SUBSIDED 
AND WITH COMPASSION. ს AND SLITHERED AWAY AS IF 
2%) | | ASHAMED OF ITSELF. г 


IF EVER HE WANDERED INTO THE VILLAGES IN THE TRIBAL AREAS, THE 


TWELVE YEARS PASSED IN THIS MANNER. BY THEN MAHAVIRA HAD WANDERED 
TO THE BANKS OF THE RIJUWALIKA RIVER NEAR THE PARSHVANATH HILLS.THERE 
AS НЕ SAT UNDER A SAL TREE,IN A SILENT HOUR OF THE DEEPEST MEDITATION... ` 


HE WAS ENLIGHTENED. KEVALA JNANA, THE ONLY KNOWLEDGE WHICH 15 FULL 
AND COMPLETE, INFINITE AND SUPREME , BECAME HIS. HE UNDERSTOOD | 
SORROW, THE CAUSE OF SORROW, THE CURE OF SORROW, AND THE PATH | 
WHICH LEADS AWAY FROM SORROW. НЕ BECAME A JINA. | 
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| THE VERY FIRST PRINC IPLE OF THE RELIGION LAID DOWN BY MAHAVIRA WAS 
AHIMSA. 


ONE SHOULD 
NOT HARM OR 
HURT ANY 

LIVING BEING 
IN THOUGHT 
OR ACTION. 


HE GAVE SERMONS AT MANY PLACES. DURING THE SERMON ON VIPLILACHALA 
HILL IN RAJAGRIHA,THE CAPITAL OF MAGADHA, KING BIMBISARA TOO CAME 
TO LISTEN TO HIM. : 


EVERYONE WANTS | 
TO BE HAPPY. 
NO ONE DESIRES 

PAIN. 
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AFTER THE SERMON BIMBISARA ASKED MAHAVIRA INNUMERABLE QUESTIONS. | 


MASTER , AS A KING ЖА | Mer, 7 SIMPLY POSSESS ৯ 
| INVOLVED IN THE | | ০812 THE THREE JEWELS — 
WELFARE OF MY RIGHT BELIEF, 


PEOPLE HOW CAN 
| STRIVE FOR 
NIRVANA 2 


RIGHT KNOWLEDGE 
AND RIGHT 
CONDUCT. 


YOU MUST VOW THAT YOU WILL NOT 
HURT ANYONE, WILL NOT LIE, WILL 


WHAT ARE THE 
VOWS I WOULD [Ñ 


MAVE TO NOT STEAL, WILL REMAIN CELIBATE 
TAKE FOR AND WILL NOT OWN PROPERTY. 
THAT 2 , YOU SHOULD SPEND AT LEAST | 


48 MINUTES EACH DAY IN SELF 
ANALYSIS AND MEDITATION . 


SATISFIED WITH THE ANSWERS, 
BIMBISARA BECAME ONE OF 
HIS: STAUNCH FOLLOWERS. 
28 ০5 
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TO HIS DISCOURSES HE WELCOMED PEOPLE OF 
ALL CASTES, AGES, CLASSES AND SEXES. 


| 

| 
Se о КС. 
THE Bet #2 STAN PS (> Ж M CHAN 


À 
CHANDALA* М HIS FIRST | 
COUSIN I5 THE | 


RISHIKESH, IT IS f 

REPORTED, RECEIVED Uy HEAD OF HIS | 
THE MASTER’S ШЕ FEMALE 

MESSAGE. ИД DISCIPLES. | 

| 1 Ían ED | 


#6 FOLLOWERS LISTENED TO HIM WITH RESPECT, 
ACCEPTED HIS TEACHINGS WITH FAITH AND TRIED | 
TO PRACTISE THEM AS WELL AS THEY COULD. 


| ES ” T 
| NE COME IN AND 
$ EAT WITH US, 
MY GOOD MAN. 


THE WIFE CALLED HER 
HUSBAND ASIDE. 


IF THE 
MASTER 
CAN 
ADMIT A 
CHANDALA 
INTO HIS 
SANGHA, 
SURELY WE 
CAN AT 
LEAST 
FEED 
ONE. 


ж OUTCASTE 2 


MAHAVIRA WANDERED AND PREACHED THROUGHOUT THE LENGTH AND BREADTH | 
OF NORTH (NDIA, WHILE HIS MESSAGE SPREAD TO ALL FARTS OF THE COUNTRY. | 


MASTER, CAN I 
ATTAIN 


| | ა YES.EVERY “ 
NIRVANA? 


MAN HASA | 
RIGHT TO, AND 
CAN ATTAIN, NIRVANA, 

BY HIS OWN EFFORTS, 
| WITHOUT THE HELP 
OF ANY SUPREME 
AUTHORITY Ор. 
MEDIATORY 
PRIESTS. 


MASTER, HOW CAN I 
ATTAIN NIRVANA 2 


BY CONTROLLING 

YOUR PASSIONS 
AND CONQUERING 
^ YOUR. KARMAT 


в AE 


KARMA: YOUR DESTINY FOLLOWING FROM YOUR THOUGHTS, ACTIONS AND 30 


KNOWLEDGE IN PREVIOUS BIRTH 


IN THE THIRTY YEARS THAT HE PREACHED AS A JINA HE SUCCEEDED IN 
CONVERTING TO JAINISM (AS HIS FAITH WAS LATER KNOWN ) MOST 
OF THE POWERFUL STATES OF NORTHERN INDIA. 


THEN AT THE AGE OF SEVENTY-TWO, AT PAVAPURI IN BIHAR,HE ATTAINED 
NIRVANA , FREED FOR EVER FROM ALL MISERY, FROM ALL PAIN. 
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